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SECTION A (20 questions/1 mark each) 
Multiple Choice 


Answer these questions on the sheet provided at the end of the examination paper 


QUESTION1 


The majority of Australia’s wool and sheep meat production comes from: 
a. Specialist wool producers 
b. Specialist sheep meat producers 
c. Specialist dual purpose producers 
d. Mixed farming enterprises 


QUESTION 2 
Australia is the largest wool producer in the world however over the last 20 years the production of wool 


and value of wool have: 
a. Bothincreased significantly 
b. Both decreased significantly 
c. Production has decreased but value has increased 
d. Production has increased but value has decreased 


QUESTION 3 
Australia is the second largest sheepmeat exporter following New Zealand. Over the last 20 years the volume 


of lamb exports has: 
a. Decreased significantly 
b. Decreased initially but then increased 
c. Increasedsignificantly 
d. Increased initially but is now decreasing 


QUESTION 4 


Which of the following wool characteristics is the major determinant of price received for wool? 
a. Staplelength 
b. Staple strength 
c. Average fibre diameter 
d. Percent vegetable matter 


QUESTIONS 
When are indirect selection criteria more effective than direct selection criteria for genetic improvement of 


fleece characteristics? 
a. When they have a low heritability 
b. When they are cheaper to measure 
c. When they have a low genetic correlation with traits of interest 
d. None of the above 


QUESTION 6 


Sources of genetic variation that can be exploited to improve wool production include: 
a. Strain differences 
b. Bloodline differences 
c. Individual differences 
d. All of the above 
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QUESTION7 


Pasture seasonality and therefore variations in feed availability affects wool quality by resulting in: 
a. Uniform fibre growth rate 
b. Variations in fibre diameter along the staple 
c. Increased staple strength 
d. Increased staple length 


QUESTION 8 


As a sheep ages the effect on wool production includes: 


a. Anincrease in fibre diameter 

b. Anincrease in follicle density 

c. Anincrease in staple length 

d. Anincrease in clean fleece weight 
QUESTION 9 


Pregnancy and lactation can 
a. Increase the amount of wool produced 
b. Reduce staple strength 
c. Increase fibre diameter 
d. None of the above 


QUESTION 10 


Which of the following is the major method for sale of wool? 
a. Private treaty 
b. Open cry auctions 
c. Online 
d. Forward contracts 


QUESTION 11 


Producers supplying sheep to the live export trade need to: 
a. Supply large, old animals 
b. Meet quality assurance specifications 
c. Bealong way from a live export port 
d. Ensure sheep come straight from pasture 


QUESTION 12 


Which of the following are potential benefits of producing feeder lambs? You may answer more than one. 
a. Increased income and carrying capacity 
b. Increased costs 
c. Decreased risk due to seasonal demand 
d. Diversification without major changes to existing enterprises and facilities 


QUESTION 13 


Opportunistic lamb or sheep feedlotting generally occurs when: 
a. Prices are high for lamb and grain 
b. Prices are low for lamb and grain 
c. Prices are high for lamb but low for grain 
d. Pasture availability is high 
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QUESTION 14 


The four main quality assurance areas producers need to consider to meet processor specifications are: 
a. Carcase quality, skin quality, offal quality, chemical withholding periods and export slaughter intervals 
b. Carcase quality, bone quality, skin quality, chemical withholding periods and export slaughter intervals 
c. Carcase quality, wool quality, bone quality, chemical withholding periods and export slaughter intervals 
d. Carcase quality, offal quality, wool quality, chemical withholding periods and export slaughter intervals 


QUESTION 15 
Genetic linkage of animals across flocks allows for the development of ASBVs. Genetic linkage can be 


improved by: 
a. Only using animals in one flock 
b. Changing all sires from one year to the next 
c. Have progeny from a sire, pedigree and performance, recorded in two or more studs 
d. Never use artificial insemination 


QUESTION 16 


Selection indexes are useful for sheep breeders because: 
a. They combine several traits to give one value reflecting the performance of a sheep to a breeder’s 
objectives 
. Make it simpler for breeders and buyers to purchase rams according to their objectives 
c. Makeit easier to select effectively for two or more traits that may have antagonistic genetic correlations 
d. All ofthe above 


QUESTION 17 


The major economic impact of blowfly strike to the wool producer is due to: 
a. Reduced total wool production 
b. Reduced wool quality due to stained or cotted wool 
c. Reduced staple strength 
d. Cost of control 


QUESTION 18 


The major disease threats to reproducing ewes are: 
a. Internal parasites, flystrike, lice 
b. Internal parasites, pregnancy toxaemia, lice 
c. Internal parasites, pregnancy toxaemia, dystocia 
d. Internal parasites, pregnancy toxaemia, starvation-mismothering-exposure syndrome 


QUESTION 19 


Which of the following is the most important consideration when designing a husbandry calendar? 
a. Joining/lambing time 
b. Shearing time 
c. Weather 
d. Availability of lucerne 


QUESTION 20 


Why is it important to consider all factors in the profit equation when setting up a production system? 
a. Maximising one factor will maximise profit 
b. Reducing costs will maximise profit 
c. Perhead production is more important than per hectare production 
d. All factors are interdependent 
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SECTION B (6 questions/10 marks each) 
Short answer 


Answer all six questions in the answer books provided 


QUESTION 21 
List the characteristics important to wool buyers that are not currently measured but are assessed 
and displayed in AWEX-IDs. 


QUESTION 22 
List and describe the different production systems used to produce sheep meat in Australia. Which 
markets does each production system meet? 


QUESTION 23 
Briefly describe how processing methods used for sheep slaughter impact on sheepmeat eating 
quality. 


QUESTION 24 
List and briefly describe the factors that need to be considered when choosing a supplement for 
feeding during dry times. 


QUESTION 25 
Briefly discuss the important factors to consider when designing a husbandry calendar. 


QUESTION 26 
List the main elements of grazing management. 
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SECTION C (2 questions/20 marks 
each) Long answer 


Answer any two of these questions in the answer books provided 


QUESTION 27 

What are some of the precision sheep management tools available to sheep producers? How 
would the use of these tools and associated activities differ between a fine wool enterprise and a 
prime lamb enterprise? 


QUESTION 28 

What are the key profit drivers for sheep enterprises and how do they differ between wool and 
sheepmeat enterprises? Include in your answer the key variables in the profit equation and how 
they relate to sheep enterprises. 


QUESTION 29 

Wild dogs are an important issue to Queensland sheep producers. Discuss how wild dogs are 
impacting on sheep and wool production in Queensland, the options available to producers to 
combat the issue, other sheep producing areas that may be impacted by wild dogs and how 
the wild dog problem impacts on the Australian sheep industry as a whole. 


QUESTION 30 

Discuss the major disease threats to the sheep industry. How do these diseases impact on 
sheep production and profitability and how can they be managed? Include examples in your 
answer. 
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NAME: 


STUDENT NUMBER: 


MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ANSWER SHEET - SECTION A 


(SHEET MAY BE REMOVED FROM EXAMINATION PAPER) 
Please circle the letter(s) that represent the most correct answer against the 
appropriate question number on the table 


1. a b c d 
2. a b c d 
3. a b c d 
4. a b c d 
5. a b c d 
6. a b c d 
7. a b c d 
8. a b c d 
9. a b c d 
10 a b c d 
11. a b c d 
12. a b c d 
13. a b c d 
14. a b c d 
15. a b c d 
16. a b c d 
17. a b c d 
18. a b c d 
19. a b c d 
20. a b c d 
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